KING TRITON
Benevolent Merfolk! Creatures of the Deep! Today marks a special
anniversary — for many years ago, on this fateful day, | inherited my
father’s Kingdom and banished the Sea Witch Ursula forever!

ALL SEA CREATURES
Hail, King Triton!
(KING TRITON laughs, delighted by their devotion to him.)
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KING TRITON
And so, it’s time to celebrate our victory! In honor of the occasion, may |
introduce our Master of Ceremonies....
(The seahorses WINDWARD and LEEWARD swim forward.)

WINDWARD
Presenting the Court Composer ---

LEEWARD
Horatio Thelonius Ignatius Crustaceous Sebastian!
(The crab SEBASTIAN scrambles forward. He speaks with a Jamaican
accent.)

SEBASTIAN
(to the crowd) Mornin’ to ya'lll (The crowd whistles for SEBASTIAN)

KING TRITON
So, tell us, what have you in store?

SEBASTIAN
| got a special song, just for the occasion! And it’s gonna be performed by
none other dan your seven love-lee daughters! | wrote this little number
for my star pupil ---

KING TRITON
(knowing full well) And who might that be?

SEBASTIAN
Your youngest! Ariel! Such a voice, dat child! Notes as clear as ice, pitch as
pure as water! Why, | haven’t heard such magnificent sound since — well --

KING TRITON
(finishing SEBASTIAN’s thought, touched) ....since Her Royal Highness, may
she rest in peace.

SEBASTIAN
You’re gonna be a proud Papa, you’ll see! (sotto) If only she’d show up
for rehearsals once in a while....

KING TRITON
Let the merriment begin!
(With that, six of KING TRITON’s offspring — all vivacious, winning young
MERSISTERS — swim onto the stage.)
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