
 FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

 Media Alert for Theatre Editors, Reviewers and Calendar Lis�ngs 

 Chance Theater will present its 

 Inaugural Legacy Arts & Humanitarian Award 
 to 

 Be�e Aitken 
 for her Visionary Leadership 

 at 

 Chance Gala 2023: 
 “Once Upon a Chance” Fundraiser 

 on Saturday, October 7th 

 Anaheim Mayor Ashleigh Aitken & Michael Penn 
 will be hos�ng the event at their beau�ful home 

 All funds raised at this Gala Event will support 
 Chance Theater’s arts, educa�on, and outreach programs 

 ANAHEIM, CA:  Chance Theater, Anaheim’s official resident theater company, will be honoring Be�e Aitken 

 with its inaugural Legacy Arts & Humanitarian Award for her Visionary Leadership on Saturday, October 7th at 
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 Chance Theater’s Gala Fundraiser, which will be hosted by Anaheim Mayor Ashleigh Aitken & Michael Penn 

 under the stars at their beau�ful home in Anaheim. 

 The theme for the 2023 Gala is “Once Upon a Chance,” a magical fairy tale theme that is in-line with Chance 

 Theater celebra�ng 25 years of storytelling in Anaheim. This exclusive gala fundraising event will dazzle guests 

 with enchan�ng cocktails, elegant dining, a scin�lla�ng auc�on, and spirited performances by Chance ar�sts. 

 Oh, and guests should make sure to bring their lucky amulets because magic and intrigue are in store! The best 

 part? With their presence, guests will be helping the Chance raise funds to support its ar�s�c programs, 

 educa�on and outreach efforts, new play development, and the incredible ar�sts who make it all possible! All 

 a�endees are encouraged to dress up as their favorite enchanted character or character type! Guests can be a 

 princess, a sorcerer, a nymph, or just wear something snazzy for an outdoor event! 

 “Once Upon a Chance” will begin at 4:30 p.m. with cocktails, hors d’oeuvres, and silent auc�on. At 6:00 p.m., 

 guests will be seated for dinner and discover details about Chance Theater’s 2024 Season, enjoy a variety of 

 live performances from Chance ar�sts, and par�cipate in entertaining games emceed by Chance Founding 

 Ar�st Casey Long and Resident Ar�st Laura M. Hathaway. And at 9:00 p.m., guests are invited to stay as the 

 fairies come out to play with toe-tapping live music under the stars. 

 INAUGURAL LEGACY ARTS & HUMANITARIAN AWARD HONOREE 

 Be�e Aitken 
 Visionary Leadership 

 Elizabeth “Be�e” L. Aitken is a na�ve of St. Louis, Missouri, and 

 moved to California in 1955. She is a proud graduate of Santa Ana 

 College, where she met her husband, Wylie. A�er teaching early 

 elementary educa�on to students for several years, she devoted 

 her a�en�on to her three children. While raising her children, 

 Be�e remained ac�ve as a civic leader. Her charitable ac�vi�es 

 include having been co-chair of the planning commi�ee for the 

 Musco Center of the Arts at Chapman University and honorary 

 chair of its grand opening, a Board Member for Paint Your Heart Out Anaheim, and vice chair of South Coast 

 Repertory. She was also vice president of community rela�ons at SCR, and was a member of its Gala 

 Commi�ee for many years, having chaired three separate galas. Be�e is a member of the Segerstrom Center 
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 for the Arts’ “Angels of the Arts,” Chapman University’s “Women of Chapman,” and works with Women in 

 Leadership Orange County and Laura’s House, where she was honored for her work in 2007 as Woman of the 

 Year. 

 In January 2014, Chance Theater named its new home in Anaheim the “Be�e Aitken  theater arts  Center.” It 

 was also in 2014 that Be�e and her husband Wylie were honored as Chapman’s Ci�zens of the Year for their 

 service, contribu�on, and support of Chapman University. Be�e has also been recognized by Senator Diane 

 Feinstein and Congresswoman Lore�a Sanchez for her public service work. Be�e was honored in  Orange 

 County Business Journal’s Giving Guide  as one of the Top Philanthropists in Orange County, along with 

 numerous other awards for philanthropy from the  Orange County Business Journal, Riviera  Magazine  , Cal State 

 Fullerton, and Mission Founda�on of San Juan Capistrano, among others. 

 The Legacy Arts & Humanitarian Award  acknowledges outstanding community members who have made 

 significant contribu�ons to the cultural life of Orange County and Chance Theater. 

 ABOUT CHANCE THEATER 

 Since 1999, Chance Theater’s mission has been to create a more compassionate, connected, and crea�ve 

 community. The 2023 Chance Gala will be directly suppor�ng the compelling and award-winning in�mate 

 produc�ons that provoke and entertain audiences; the acclaimed educa�on outreach programs that both 

 foster the crea�ve voices of local youths and give the spotlight to people not usually given a voice in our 

 community; the development of new plays and musicals that celebrate new voices in the American Theatre, 

 many of which have gone on to receive world premieres across the country, including Lincoln Center, 

 Manha�an Theatre Club, and the Chance; and the talented ar�sts who collaborate with Chance Theater to tell 

 stories that engage and enrapture new and returning audiences all year long. 

 EVENT PRICING 

 Tickets are $450 (regular sea�ng), $600 (premium sea�ng), and $300 (restricted view sea�ng) and include the 

 cocktail hour with appe�zers, hosted bar, live performances, 4-course dinner with wine pairings, and 

 post-event music and dancing. Tables of 10 are available star�ng at $4,500. Underwri�ng levels begin at 
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 $1,200. Valet parking is also included in the price of the �cket. See the full list of underwri�ng and sponsorship 

 opportuni�es at ChanceTheater.com/RSVP. 

 To schedule press interviews, arrange for press comps, request photos, or for any addi�onal informa�on 

 regarding this event, please contact Casey Long at (626) 523-7151 or  casey@chancetheater.com  . 

 # # # 
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